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This conference:

W Takes place alongside celebrations of the 50" anniversary of the establishment of Franco-Chinese diplomatic relations;

B Leads up to the 2015 UN Climate Change Conference in Paris (COP21).
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ExtrRACTS FROM THE IPCC REPORTS

ipcc

climate chane

It is extremely likely that human influence has been the dominant

o . . th
cause of observed warming since the mid-20" century:.

Continued emissions of greenhouse gases will cause further warming
and changes in all components of the climate system. Limiting climate
change will require substantial and sustained reductions of greenhouse

gas emissions.

——Working Group I Contribution to the IPCC AR5, September 2013

Responding to climate change involves making choices about risks in a
changing world. The nature of the risks of climate change is increasingly

cleat, although climate change will also continue to produce sutprises.

Risk from a changing climate comes from vulnerability (lack of
preparedness) and exposure (people or assets in harm’s way) overlapping
with hazards (triggering climate events or trends). Each of these three

components can be targeted for smart actions to decrease risk.

——Working Group II Contribution to the IPCC AR5, March 2014
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It would be possible, using a wide array of technological measures and changes
in behaviout, to limit the increase in global mean temperature to two degrees
Celsius above pre-industtial levels. Only major institutional and technological
change, however, will give a better than even chance that global warming will not

exceed this threshold.
——Working Group III Contribution to the IPCC AR5, April 2014
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Introduction

Initiated by the China-Europa Forum (CEF), the “Facing Climate Change,
Rethinking our Global Development Model” 2014 China-Europa Dialogue and
the Fourth Plenary of the China-Europa Forum (“the 2014 Paris Conference
on Climate Change”) will be co-organised with the Society of Entreprencurs
and Ecology (SEE) Foundation and China Youth Development Foundation
(CYDF) with support from a number of NGOs, research institutes, enterprises
and media partners. The conference will be held in Paris early December 2014,
gathering more than 300 delegates from Chinese and European societies in
order to rethink our current global development model through dialogue and

exchanges of views on 12 themes.

In the framework of the 50" Anniversary of the Establishment of Franco-
Chinese Diplomatic Relations in 2014 and the 100™ Anniversary of the
WWI, the CEF would like to take this historic opportunity by learning from
the inspiration of breaking the western and eastern impasse, to appeal to
the international community to stand in solidarity, rethinking our global
development model and taking action in the face of paramount threats of

climate change to human survival.

In 2015 France will host the COP 21. Without a broader dialogue by including
civilian society, it is difficult to believe that an agreement could be found
between developed and newly industrialised (developing) countries. There is
therefore an obvious opportunity for the CEF to organise a conference by

bringing together a broad range of stakeholders from both societies.
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. Sustainable consumption and production (including tourism, agro-ecology and

sustainable food supply chain, etc.)

7. Behaviour of citizens and low-carbon society (awareness, education and

communication)
8. Youth facing climate change challenges
9. Health and climate
10. Justice, environment and climate
11. Funding mechanisms of the energy transition

12. Water and climate
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CHINESE MEDIA LAUNCH CEREMONY (BEIING)

20144F4 290, HHBEHES1BIE SRS RN G 258 76 The Chinese media launch ceremony for the 2014 China-Europa
B «2014 RS AS - FEGRG MU (b)) » Dialogue “Facing Climate Change: Rethinking Our Global
ARG I, kRAKSETT WIIT. SAEEMAKE  Development Model” was held in Beijing on April 29. Some 30
i%ij\:%/ﬂi AW iS4 IXIERHFIT T T20145F 12 H VIS AE  participants from the co-organisers and media partners attended
BATH) 20140 BAERST 2R the event.
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Extracts of speeches:
B CHEN Yan, Executive President of the CEF

Mankind is facing the most serious challenges of natural change since
the Industrial Revolution. When we defeated and destroyed nature, the
only enemy remaining turned out to be OURSELVES. Whether we
can eventually address catastrophic climate change lies in our ability to
overcome ourselves. No matter what we do, rethinking or taking action,
we should start from a community of human interest - rather than
from the interests of one country or one nation, to building a global

community of life in the entire world.

Since the 1980s mankind has historically taken measures to tackle global
warming, Whether these measures can really succeed, however, poses a

serious challenge for man’s collective willpower.

The 2014 Paris Conference on Climate Change aims at motivating
various actors of Chinese and European societies to focus on, participate
in and contribute to this campaign addressing this threat. The conference
focuses on 12 themes through four days of dialogue and debate. Based
on discussions and a wide range of media coverage, we will propose a
Common Text on the reduction of emissions of greenhouse gases,
low carbon cities and fighting the increase in climate warming, We will
present the document - as an outcome of the dialogue - to COP20 in
Lima and make our contribution to a binding agreement expected at
COP21 in Paris.

B Thierry Berthelot, Political Counsellor of the French Embassy in
China

China holds one of the keys to making the Paris Conference successful.
In their reform strategy, Chinese authorities have made the environment
a priority. China is indeed addressing major environmental challenges.
Preparation of the Paris Conference is an opportunity for China to
showcase these efforts at international level. By taking on a role of leader
in this area, in cooperation with France, China will be able to change how
things are done and rally the support of the international community in

order to save our common heritage.

Climate change is not just a potential constraint, but also an opportunity.
An opportunity to make low-carbon economies not just something
we need, but something we want - because it delivers meaningful jobs,
happier and healthier lives, and reinforced social bonds. What France
is striving to do is to seize this opportunity and actively facilitate with
all partners and stakeholders the conclusion of an ambitious, universal
climate agreement. This is why we very much welcome this initiative of
the China-Europe Forum in organising a four-day conference in Paris

and other European cities in December.
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We are fully aware that the world is at a critical juncture with regard
to the climate challenge. 2015 will be a decisive year. If COP 21 fails
to deliver, the declining faith of the public in international climate
negotiations will probably be damaged beyond repair. We are aware of
the difficulties, the challenges ahead. And yet we remain hopeful. For
France, there are a handful of key criteria that would make such an
outcome successful: First, it must be universal. Second, the agreement
must be ambitious. Third, the agreement must be flexible. France, as the
host country of COP 21, does look to China, among major stakeholders,
to play an important role. We do so with neither resignation nor over-
confidence: no resignation, because we observe the political will of
Chinese leaders; no overconfidence or arrogance, because France also

faces key battles ahead and they will not be easily won.

B GHEN Yueguang, Adviser of the 2014 Paris Conference on Climate

Change, Vice-President of the International Academy for Chinese Culture

When we argue the pros and cons of economic globalisation, we
should realise the horrifying fact that the crisis, challenges and disasters
have already been globalised. This kind of globalisation can be achieved
without any negotiation and agreement; they are sandstorms, PM2.5,
melting glaciers, sea waters contaminated by nuclear radiation and so
on. No sovereign state or country or national borders can prevent them.
Facing this globalisation, we can only distinguish between the desire for a

sustainable future and the danger we are facing;

We are responsible for the Earth’s crisis, victims of mankind’s crisis
and those who should take actions in mankind’s self-preservation -
these results in our responsibilities. If you feel insignificant and fearful
in facing such a devastating challenge, I can tell you that the fear is
where responsibilities come from. In fear, the expression of fear means
responsibilities. In the expression, the pursuit of consensus means
responsibilities. In the pursuit, persistent actions mean responsibilities.
It’s a challenge whether the people involved can commit to the ethical

responsibilities of citizens.

B BAI Xi, Deputy Director of the Department of Environment and
Health of CYDF

The CYDF has treated the issue of environment conservation and
health as a top priority. A number of key environmentally innovative

projects dedicated to young people, including Mother River Protection

and Inspired Action of College Students, have been organised.
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B HUANG Haoming, Vice-President and Secretary-General of China
Association for NGO Cooperation (CANGO)

What can we do when facing climate change? We can build low-carbon
households, communities and companies. The most important thing, however,
is whether we can participate in modern governance at a national level. Civilian
organisations might engage in state governance through the following three
aspects: at a legal level, it’s necessary to promote legislation on climate change;
at an operational level, by making the most of their role in supervision; at
an international level, participation in affairs on global climate change is

suggested.

B Patrick Schroeder, Senior Expert on SCP of the SWITCH-Asia Network
Facility

The SWITCH-Asia Program is aimed at promoting sustainable consumption
and production (SCP). We are concerned mainly with emissions resulting from

the production and consumption process.

B ZHENG Baowei, Director of the Research Center of Journalism and
Social Development of Renming University of China, Director of China

Center for Climate Change Communication

“Rethinking our Global Development Model” is for countries and enterprises
while “Cultivating Civic Ethics” is for the general public. We’d like to further
our efforts on the improvement of public awareness and actions on climate
change by proposing an integrated action strategy of combining the efforts
of government, media, NGOs, enterprises and the general public. Only if
these five parties play their roles together can we do better in tackling climate

change, energy conservation and emissions reduction.
B LI Bin, Professor, The Law School, Beijing Normal University

People of different cultures have diverse views and choices on the application
of criminal sanctions to guide public responses to climate change, which
indicates the cultural dimension of law. In the process towards global ethics
there is a need for dialogues with respect to the approaches of bridging cross-
cultural differences and the establishment of minimum standards accepted by
different cultures which allow different countries, cultures and individuals to

adjust and adapt to their own circumstances.
B LAI Denise, Director of Beijing Oftfice, China-Europa Forum

One of the objectives of the 2014 China-Europa Dialogue is to raise
awareness about climate change within Chinese and European societies,
something in which the media can play a critical role. In order to have a
rigorous, scientific and effective Common Text as an outcome of the
conference, discussions, interviews and good cases and practices organised by

media partners will provide an important basis and first-hand material for the

text.
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B JIA Jia, Director of the program Opinion Leaders’ Blogs (Dajia) at the

Tencent Microblogs

Facing climate catastrophe, the Tencent, as an internet corporate and
emerging media outlet with a high sense of social responsibility, would like to
accept its responsibility and contribute to a global climate agreement. We have
established a partnership with the CEF with the aim of exploring innovative
ideas and concrete actions tackling climate change in China through all-round
and intensive online programmes which will involve a wide range of internet
users and brainstorming. Two social media products of Tencent, named
Micro-blogs (Weibo) and Micro-videos (Weishi), will be employed to reach the

goals.

B HE Jingru, Director of the E-Community Sector, People’s Daily Online
(people.com.cn)

People’s Daily Online has had a sound partnership with the CEF since 2007.
We will cooperate together on the 2014 Paris Climate Change Conference in
regard to three dimensions, including an interview series with key Chinese and
European stakeholders, interactions of “Questions for Europe and Questions
for China” and green projects for college students. In addition we will closely
follow the entire process of the conference, making a contribution to the
effective solutions to climate change and ecological civilisation.

B JIANG Ajian, Deputy Editor-in-Chief of ccud.otg.cn

I attended the second plenary of the CEF in 2007. As a participant, the high

quality of the formal dialogue and informal discussions on the sidelines was

always helpful to my own work. I propose that all of the media partners go

deep into the thematic sessions and produce more insightful reports.

B QI Linquan, Chief Editor of China Education Daily

China Education Daily will be involved in the 2014 Conference at three
levels: first, at the guidance level the Daily will publicise and popularise the
ideas and practices of green development; second, at the level of investigation
we aim to raise awareness of primary and secondary school students about
environmental protection; and third, at the advocacy level we are going to
organise a painting competition of “Beautiful China, Beautiful World” for
those students to raise their awareness of the sustainable future of the wotld.
B XU Nan, Associate Editor of China Office, China Dialogue

The year 2015 will be a milestone to witness consensus and differences
between China and Europe on climate change. We take on greater
responsibility in this critical timing in that the set-up of the world will be

subject to restructuring. In this regard, China and Europe have to re-adjust

their own influences and roles in the development of the global rules.
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B ZHAO Yanan, Producer-Director of the talk show “Zongyiyuan™ at
ifeng.com

Ifeng.com will cooperate in the following three aspects: first, a dedicated
website to the 2014 Paris conference on climate change will be set up;
second, our team will conduct video interviews on specific themes on
climate change with participants and high-profile figures at Zongyiyuan,
a quality and influential talk show programme of ifeng.com; and third, a
pool of referential low-carbon cases and practices with respect to cities,
NGOs, enterprises and campuses will be solicited from the general public
from China and Europe.

B GUO Hongyu, Programme Officer, Climate and Finance Policy
Center at the Greenovation Hub

The issue of climate negotiation is one of top priorities of Greenovation
Hub. We report and research on climate change and its financing
mechanisms, publish interpretative articles and provide diverse dialogue
platforms for people from all walks of life.

B SU Zhi, Director of the Branding Division, China Youth Climate
Action Network (CYCAN)

The CYCAN is on one hand carrying out energy-saving projects at
university campuses and on the other has committed to the creation of
a platform for exchange among young Chinese people and their peers
around the world. In addition, we also work on the dissemination of
knowledge and practices on climate, energy efficiency and low carbon
practices.

B YU Qingchan, Coordinator of the Energy and Climate Change
Project, Global Environmental Institute (GEI)

GEI has been engaged in studies and practices on climate change and
low carbon policies in China since 2008. We have paid great attention
to international cooperation. GEI has participated in the UN Climate
Change Conference every year since the 2009 COP15 in Copenhagen
and organised a satellite event each time with an attempt to introduce
our work and efforts on climate change and explore more chances for

collaboration with international counterparts.
B WANG Lei, External Liaison Officet, GEI

I advise that media partners should delve into the work of NGOs work

so as to get a better and more accurate picture of climate change and

contribute to the solution.
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Interactions with Internet users

B QI: It seems that Europeans are more concerned about climate

issues than Chinese. Where is the impetus coming from?

CHEN Yan: It is true that the EU is regarded as a leading force on
climate issues. At the Copenhagen Climate Change Conference in 2009, the
EU put forward a much higher emission target which was not agreed with

by the US, China, India, Brazil, etc.

Patrick Schroeder: It is right that Europe is concerned about climate
change, but not enough attention is given to the issue. There is an impetus,
but insufficient. I believe that Europe can do better. As Thierry Berthelot
emphasised, this relates to the law, with French’s top priority environmental

conservation.

B Q2: If there is no profit-driven impetus, can reflections, a rethink

and self-awakening actions alone tackle climate change?

LI Bin: What is profit or interest? In my view, clean air is an interest,
as are land and safe food. Mind-change will play a crucial role in facing
climate change, in that only when people want to change their minds are

fundamental changes likely to take place.

CHEN Yan: Only if interests are linked with air purification and
environmental protection, which involves overall interests and those of

individuals, can a sustainable solution result.

B Q3: In terms of climate issues, top-level conceptual design is
highly complex. Such concepts as carbon-trading, carbon tax and
carbon finance seem far away from the general public. Since China is
facing huge pressure in energy conservation and emissions, how will
public participation work?

GUO Hongyu: According to research by the Greenovation Hub, China
will need to be under much greater pressure on emissions in the next two
years compared to the previous three years in order to reach the goals set
in the 12" five-year plan. Practices show that public opinion with the help
of social media has propelled the pace of curbing haze and air pollution in
China. I believe that the general public could participate in facing climate

change through the same approach.

ZHENG Baowei: Climate change is a common issue faced by people
and countries of the world. Public participation, however, is deemed
to play the most important role in tackling this because governments
and enterprises can only solve part of the issue. One obstacle to public
engagement is lack of cognition and awareness — people know little about

climate change and its corresponding impacts on human beings, which has

impeded their enthusiasm for involvement.
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The Chinese media launch ceremony (Guangzhou Leg) of the 2014
China-Europa Dialogue “Facing Climate Change: Rethinking Our Global
Development Model” was held in Guangzhou on May 7.

Dr CHEN Yan welcomed participants and was followed by the keynote
speeches of Prof. ZHOU Yongzhang, Mr ZHAO Xu and Ms BAI
Yunwen (see below). Representatives from media partners, including
Guangzhou Daily News, Sing Pao Daily News, Nanfang Daily, Southern
Metropolis Daily, Southern Weekly, Cantonese Merchants Magazine and

Dayoo, also attended the ceremony.

Participants discussed the Common Text framework in terms of

organisation, adhering to the civil perspective and the ability to generate
major publicity. Prof ZHOU of the Sun Yat-Sen University would like to
take the lead in preparing the text in China’s southern area.
B ZHOU Yongzhang, Adviser of the 2014 Paris Conference on
Climate Change, Director of the Center for Earth Environment and
Resources at Sun Yat-Sen University, Chairman of Guangdong Low-
Carbon Society

The goals of low-carbon development are in line with those of tackling
climate change — to reduce the consumption of fossil fuels. Now people
have realised the market value of a low-carbon economy. The Chinese
Government, business and academics have reached a consensus on the
low-carbon economy in saying that the pursuit of rapid economic growth
is acceptable as long as it is achieved in a low-carbon way, and that carbon
trading rightly propels the low-carbon economy. The implementation
of the carbon trading system is a reflection on past practices of energy

conservation by administrative orders.

The carbon trading mechanism in Guangdong province is a supplement
to the carbon credits. When a company fails to reach its target of 10%
corporate carbon emission, it may buy carbon sink on the trading
platform. As there are many more carbon sinks in underdeveloped areas,

the trade helps transfer money from wealthy areas to poorer ones, thus

narrowing regional imbalance.
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Currently we are working on the establishment of a punitive mechanism
by punishing those large enterprises that emit more than 20,000 tons of
carbon dioxide a year (later may be extended to those with emissions of 5,000

or 10,000 tons) when they fail to fulfil their own carbon quotas.

Meanwhile we hope that all ordinary people can benefit from the carbon
trading system, for example, by living a low-carbon lifestyle (saving
electricity, water, green mobility, etc.) and that one can earn bonus points
which can be exchanged for goods and/or trade in the carbon trading

market.
B BAI Yunwen, Deputy Directot, Greenovation Hub

As mentioned in Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment
and Development in 1992, “environmental issues are best handled with the
participation of all concerned citizens, at the relevant level”. This specifically
means at the national level each individual shall have appropriate access to
information concerning the environment that is held by public authorities
and the opportunities to participate in decision-making processes. In
the past 20 years China has witnessed increasing public participation in
sustainable development. Public engagement in environment governance
has experienced three main procedures: first, it is government-led; second,

it developed with the growth and evolution of civilian organisations; and

third, the era of Internet and social media.

It is critically important to involve the general public in tackling climate
change. On the one hand people themselves are emitters so the low-carbon
lifestyle of individuals can directly reduce carbon emissions. On the other,
people are also consumers so a change in consumption patterns will lead
to an integrated conversion to green production and consumption modes.
Local Chinese NGOs had focused on species conservation and pollution
controls, and then began to pay attention to climate change. A number of
very successful cases have been produced - for instance, six Chinese NGOs
launched the “26 Degrees Campaign” urging people to set the temperature
of their air conditioners above 26 degrees centigrade in summer, which was

supported by the State Council later.

Practices have shown that bottom-up public participation is essential
for energy conservation and climate change mitigation for all of society,
because policies would gradually adjust and modify with the change in

people’s behaviour, as with enterprises.
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B ZHAO Xu, Executive Director of South China Research Center of

Unirule Institute of Economics

Climate change adaptation has narrow and broad measures. In the narrow
sense, it focuses on risk management and disaster reduction, while in the
broad sense it involves system design. First of all it is essential to establish a
market mechanism for adapting to climate change - when climate changes,
various elements will change accordingly. With the mechanism of changing
prices, different players in the market are likely to adjust their behaviour in
accordance with market signals, and thus adapt to climate change. In this
process a payment mechanism of the demander and a profit model of the

supplier will be self-generated.

Market failures may occur in climate change adaptation. One kind of
failure refers to non-rational behaviour such as underestimating risks and
overestimating revenues, resulting from the externality, monopoly and
information asymmetry of the common goods. The second type of market
failures typically exist in those countries transforming from planned economy
to market economy. Currently the agricultural production system in China
rightly follows the latter type. The core production system in rural areas -
collective ownership of rural land and the family-contract responsibility
system - has separated agricultural production from the market system, thus
depriving them of adjustment and protection from the market system in

facing climate change.

I propose five suggestions to responding to climate change in terms of
agricultural production. The first is to reform the rural property rights system
and entitle farmers to the rights of land use, usufruct and disposal, so that the
market would send signals for climate change adaptation; second, property
management and land-use control should be separated; third is to enhance
the degree of farmers’ organisation in agricultural production, guiding and
encouraging the industrialisation of agriculture and improving farmers’ ability
to adapt to climate change; fourth, to steadily push forward rural land transfer,
preparing material conditions for large-scale operations; fifth, the practice
of public funds supporting agriculture should be changed. As an alternative
approach in the market-based mechanism of addressing climate change, the
government should use public funds to correct market failures by providing

market information and trading services.
B WU Guohua, Deputy General Manager of Guangzhou Daily Media Co. Ltd.

Guangzhou Daily will work with its affiliated media outlets, including

Guangzhou Metro, Guangzhou Digest News, Dayoo as well as the Cantonese

Merchants magazine to support the 2014 Paris Conference on Climate Change.
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Next June, together with the French Consulate, the French Chamber
of Commerce and the CEF, we will hold a press conference on this
conference and a celebration of the 50" anniversary of the establishment
of diplomatic relations between China and France. I believe that it will be
a mutually beneficial and win-win cooperation between Guangzhou Daily

and the CER.
B HE Xumo, Executive Deputy General Manager of the Sing Pao Daily News

The Sing Pao Daily News as well as its associated website will set up
special pages dedicated to the 2014 Paris Conference. We are going to
launch 100 campaigns on community-based low-carbon and environmental
friendly activities in Guangzhou, Shenzhen and Foshan, disseminating

knowledge of climate change and its impact on individuals.
B LI Zhishan, Nanfang Daily

Nanfang Daily Media Group has a long history of cooperation with
the CEFE. Three editions of The China-Europa Forum - China Online
Studio have been held in past years together with the previous three CEF
plenaries. This year we are ready to take the opportunity of the 2014 Paris
Conference to launch the fourth season of online dialogue programmes on

the theme of national governance.
B LI Su, Marketing Director, Cantonese Merchants Magazine

Guangdong Chamber of Commerce aims to provide intellectual support
and social interaction services for entrepreneurs. We will set up in each issue
a special regular column in the Cantonese Merchants magazine featuring an
interview with an entrepreneur who has a high sense of responsibility and
good practices on green and low-carbon development. Those interviews
will be released on websites and social media, including WeChat and micro-
blogs. In addition, building on the five to six entrepreneurial activities every
month, we will attempt to integrate environmental protection, corporate
development and the establishment of the metropolitan circle, building up

momentum for the 2014 Paris Conference.
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