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“CHINA-EUROPE GREEN AWARD”

Sustainable Cities 2

B “hIRFER” BEBS RN

NOMINATION CEREMONY HELD IN BEIJING

On 17 June 2015 the first “China-Europe Green Award” Nomination
Ceremony, initiated by China-Europa Forum and China Philanthropy Research
Institute, was held in Beijing. Mr Wang Zhenyao, President of the China
Philanthropy Research Institute; Dr Huang Haifeng, Executive Director of the
International Ecological Development Union, and Professor at HSBC School
of Business, Peking University; Dr Luo Hongbo, Researcher at the Institute
of BEuropean Studies of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences; Mt Chen
Lizhu, Executive Director of the Beijing EDUI International Environmental
Science and Technology Institute, former Chief Editor and Deputy Director of
China Resources Comprehensive Utilisation Magazine, and guests from media

attended the ceremony.

The China-Europe Green Award aims to encourage cities, companies,
institutions and individuals to actively participate in the ecological transition,
and to create the momentum and the material conditions necessary for
implementation. It also intends to encourage all public policies and individual
actions conducive to investment, education and training for a sustainable
ecological society, and to provide tomorrow's solutions by sharing knowledge,
experiences and technology transfer for ecological transition between Europe

and China.

Mr Wang Zhenyao said that the "China-Europe Green Towns and Business
Platform” was a new initiative by people of noble aspirations from China
and BEurope aiming to spread the green idea and set up green models. “China

cannot invariably be the object of criticism in international opinion. We should
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recognise China’s efforts in ecological development and encourage Chinese
enterprises, cities and foundations to realise the green transformation. This is our

objective of the award.”

Early in 1991 Dr Huang Haifeng began to pay attention to and research the
green economic transition. He witnessed China’s transformation from blindly
chasing GDP growth to caring about the ecological environment. He estimated

that the award spreads positive energy and endows people with commitment.

Mr Chen Lizhu has been engaged in the field of resource utilisation for
more than 30 years. He has witnessed resource utilisation in China changing
from “repairing the old and utilising the waste” to “collecting waste” then to
“recycling”. He assessed the nominated enterprises according to the principle of

environmental protection and rational utilisation of resources.

Dr Luo Hongbo emphasised the awareness of Man regarding eco-
environmental protection. While writing the assessment report, she found that
Chinese foundations lack exchanges at an international level and pointed out that

it was important for Chinese foundations to enhance exchanges with and learn

from their international counterpatts.
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EU-CHINA URBANIZATION FORUM -- TRANSITION TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE CITIES
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The <Transition Towards Sustainable Cities” sub-forum, aiming to highlight
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the most innovative and ambitious multi-stakeholder partnerships forged in Europe
and China, was organised by the China Europa Forum on 29 June 2015 in Brussels
under the patronage of the DG Energy and the Committee of the Regions of the

European Commission.

A transition towards sustainability has emerged and there are four dimensions:

First, a systemic approach beyond sector policies; second, long-term multi-
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stakeholder partnerships; third, combining sustainable cities and
sustainable supply chains; and fourth, multi-level governance - that
is, the capacity to organise cooperation between the various levels
from state to local. In the first part of the sub-forum, the richness,
diversity, depth of views and convergence of contributions illustrated
a variety of partnerships between civilian actors, politicians,
economic and financial players, universities, research centres and
trainers, and have shown that such a strategy cannot be defined
from above. In the second part we looked at what might be a pact
of co-responsibility, to help understand what could be the roadmap
and the commitment to carbon-neutral cities combining the efforts
of the different stakeholders. At the end of the sessions an awards
ceremony celebrated the Chinese champions in serving the transition

and encouraged new vocations.
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ExTRACTS OF SPEECHES AT THE OPENING CEREMONY
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B Boris Essender, Member of the Cabinet of the Secretary-General,
Committee of the Regions, EU

The Committee of the Regions has been actively involved in and
supported the EU-CHINA Urbanisation Partnership since its inception
in 2012 in order to promote sustainable urban development and find
solutions to common problems. European cities and regions have
supported this partnership very strongly, they are crucial actors in joining
projects such as city pairings, infrastructure development and strategic

ventures between EU and Chinese stakeholders.

The urban agenda is a priority for the coming Dutch Presidency of
the Council of the European Union which will be in the first semester
of 2016 and which strives for the adoption of an Amsterdam declaration
establishing the EU urban agenda. In order to prepare the Declaration
the Dutch ministry will present a very clear roadmap, and the COR
will contribute to this document with the particular opinions. Since the

publication of a white paper on multi-level governance in COR and more
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recently the adoption of the charters of multi-level governance
in April 2014, the Committee has emphasised the importance
of establishing a new model of governance in Europe.
It should be based not only on reinforced cooperation at
different levels of governance (international, national, regional
or local) but also on operational partnerships between all
relevant stakeholders. This model should fully recognise each

party’s respective competencies and responsibilities.

Multi-level governance applies to all examples and great
initiatives in support of the transition towards sustainable
cities. As such it is very much in line with the ideas put forward
by the Pact of Co-tesponsibility which can only be supported
in full by the COR.

B Jin Dejun, Former Chief Engineer of the Ministry of
(MOHURD);
Ditector of the China International Urbanisation Development
Strategy Research Committee (CIUDSRC)

Housing and Urban-Rural Development

The China International Urbanisation Development
Strategy Research Committee (CIUDSRC) is the first civilian
organisation focused on Chinese urbanisation research. It
is eight years since the CIUDSRC launched the Chinese
Utrbanization Report, presenting systematic studies on the rules
of the Chinese urbanisation process and its evolution from

1949, and published for the first time the Chinese urbanisation

rate based on the proportion of the non-agricultural

population to the total population.
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city-industry integration and local urbanisation during the
Chinese urbanisation process. We also concentrated on cases
relating to culture and education, environmental protection,
harmless disposal of waste and sewage in urban and rural
areas, and promoting social development through social welfare

under the guidance of the government and rural improvement.

With two platforms for the Chinese Urbanisation
International Summit and the Chinese Urbanisation Forum,
we are continually carrying out research on typical Chinese
urbanisation cases, contribution figures, influential institutions
and outstanding migrant workers. Through our Media
Professional Board, Urbanisation Magazine, CIUDSRC’s
website and the Wechat platform, we are working to promote
international exchange concerning urbanisation theories and

experiences.
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B Alexander GRAF VON SCHWERIN, Member of the
EESC, President of the EU-China Contact group

I am grateful to the organisers for picking a concrete
topic for EU and Chinese civilian society: transition towards
sustainable cities. In my view the long-term rules and structural
changes we have been living in in Europe and China for the last
60 years have been detrimental to the rural areas. Urban sprawl
and mismanagement of land resources together with pollution
are unfortunately common to Europe and China. As a member
of the EU-China civilian society roundtable, I would like to
reaffirm the long-term interest of the European Economic and
Social Committee on China since 2007. We have been working
hard for the development of trusting cooperation with China
through the roundtable and cooperation mechanisms such as

the sustainable urbanisation partnership.

I would like to refer to two important challenges that need
to be addressed. The first challenge is that China and Europe
need a concerted approach in order to establish an ambitious
post-2050 framework to eradicate global poverty, reduce
inequality and enable a new model for sustainable development
at global level which includes urban development. The second
is that in the context of trade negotiations and the attraction
exerted by China on foreign direct investments, EU-China
bilateral investment should include sustainable development
criteria. This concerns issues such as land grabbing, which has

impact on urbanisation.

B LEI Zhigiang, Deputy Mayot of Zhen Jiang City, in chatge of

urban construction, Jiangsu Province, China

As one of the second group of China’s low-carbon
experimental cities and one of the first group of China’s ecological
progress demonstration zones, Zhenjiang has always insisted on
low-carbon development and deemed environmental protection our
priority.

1. Promoting a low-carbon lifestyle

During our low-carbon development, we make it very clear that
we will achieve a carbon emission peak around 2020 by optimising
industrial and energy structures. This deadline is 20 years earlier
than the benchmark scenario. Our city is now implementing nine
principles to guide carbon reduction, including optimising the
functional areas for development, encouraging the development
of low-carbon industries, promoting low-carbon production,
building carbon sinks, developing low-carbon buildings, using low-
carbon energies, fostering capacity for low-carbon development and

promoting a low-carbon lifestyle. These principles are applied in our
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city’s low-carbon development through specific projects.
2. Emphasising environmental protection

Since the implementation of the 12th Five-Year Plan (2011-2015), we
have shut down 347 chemical companies and helped 161 companies to phase
out out-dated production. We carry out vigorous technical reforms and
promote the application of energy-efficient, safer, environmentally friendly,
and highly efficiency techniques. In 2014 we invested 35.3 billion Yuan in
industrial technical reform. With respect to air quality, we have carried out
117 projects to treat air pollution. Every year 66.1% of the days have good
air quality, and the concentration of PM2.5 has decreased by 6.25% so far.
According to the ranking of the most liveable cities in China issued by the

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Zhenjiang ranks ninth.
3. Insisting on ecological progress

We have formulated Six Major Mechanisms to promote ecological
progress. These are a mechanism to integrate rural and urban development;
a mechanism to promote green and low-carbon industrial development; a
mechanism emphasising paid use of resources and ecological compensation;
a mechanism to control the overall consumption of resoutrces and impact
on the environment; an investment and financing mechanism for ecological
development; and a mechanism for environmental monitoring and risk
prevention. We are exploring a replicable “Zhenjiang Experience” from the

perspective of city governance.
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B Evelyne Huytebroeck, Member of the Brussels Patliament,
former Minister of Environment, Energy and Renovation of

the city 2004—2014

In Brussels building are responsible for 70% of
greenhouse gas emissions and ate the largest potential source
of energy savings. They are therefore of strategic importance
in the transition to a carbon-free society. Thus the first focus
is on the sustainable construction sector. We calculate that by
2020, 70,000 new homes will be needed in response to the
demographic boom in Brussels and in 2015 we ordered that all
new buildings will need to meet passive standards, zero energy

consumption.

In 2009 we initiated Employment-Environment Alliance
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Sustainable Construction. Through this programme we are
aiming to improve the standard of insulation in all homes,
reduce energy bills and create long-term jobs. Good for
the planet, the budget and the economy. To achieve this we

encourage companies in the construction sector to move to
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using sustainable construction methods to respond to the demand
stimulated by energy and environmental policies such as grants

and subsidies.

We brought together all regional players who could help to
improve the range of services on offer in sustainable construction
and who can identify the main obstacles and the actions for
overcoming them. They identified 44 actions. More than 110
public and private sector participants were involved in the process.
We organised eight workshops. The goals are: 80,000 training

hours and 2,500 new jobs in five years.

B Richard Elelman, Head of Public Administration Projects at

the Fundacion CTM Centre Tecnologic (Barcelona)

Energy Cities was created 25 years ago and now represents
more than a thousand cities, a thousand municipalities in Europe,
and therefore has a moral and a practical power when one is

looking to establish what a sustainable city really is.

Energy Cities is an example of something which has
shown practical results due to collaboration between cities due
to the capacity to include not only the public sector but also the
academic sector, the business sector, citizens and environmental
pressure groups in order to communicate so as to create a long

term vision.

We have to create that consciousness among the public.
And Energy Cities has been working tirelessly with projects
such as Imagine to create that consciousness, to create a public
consciousness based on a long-term vision, based on a clear
structure of governments with a bottom-up approach where

citizen engagement becomes the most important thing.

If there is public awareness, if citizen themselves are
conscious of the essential issues which our world faces, then
we can guaranty consensus. If we have consensus then we have
political continuity and we can therefore create structures where
local solutions can really address global issues. Today we have
representatives from both Europe and China so I think it is
essential that we ask everyone present to be aware of the fact
that we can discuss global issues only when the local citizen is
involved. Not just in Europe, not just in the Middle East, not
just in the United States but also most certainly in countries such
as China which has such a strong influence on what will be the

sustainability of the world in the next 30 years.
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LIS | Fengling, Vice Ditector of the China International
Utbanisation Development Strategy Research Committee

(CIUDSRC); Professor of Tsinghua Univetsity

After more than 30 yeats of reform and opening-up, China’s
economy and society have realised remarkable changes. Due to
historical reasons and natural resource endowment China is still
a big agricultural country, per capita income is still very low, the
wealth and urban-rural gap still great, and regional development
remains very uneven. China’s urbanisation process will therefore
be unbalanced and gradual with the process of migrant farmers
moving into the city difficult. I think we should pay equal
attention to both urban development and rural improvement,
because they are complementary to each other. City civilisation
construction is much more arduous and important than city
material construction. Relative to European urbanisation, all the
above problems are Chinese urban characteristics which should

not be neglected, otherwise they will restrict Chinese urbanisation.

Chinese traditional medicine focuses on human body system
engineering. In the science of Chinese traditional medicine
“JING-QI-SHEN” are three elements in the human body. Urban
construction is more complex than the human body system. I
think that the city’s “JING” is the hardware of a city, it is the
quality of urban functions and urban construction. The city’s
“QI” refers to the power of the city’s economic capacity and
development - different cities may have different economic
structure and economic growth but cannot make ends meet and
need to leave room for development. The city’s “SHEN “is the
city’s spirit and culture, the accumulation of history and heritage.
More importantly it is the soft power of sustainable development.
The trinity of “JING-QI-SHEN” provides the key points of

urbanisation development.

B Wolfgang Teubnet, Eutopean cootdinator of the ICLEI

network

I think one of the important reasons we need multi-level
governance and stakeholder involvement and partnership is
because, besides the technical transition and the technological
transition we have to undergo, sustainable development is by
enlargement also a major cultural transition of our societies and

our urban areas.

If we look at multi-stakeholder cooperation we can observe

the importance of technological development and innovation,
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and cooperation with the private sector. We can also
see a currently on-going standardisation movement for
agreeing standards for sustainable communities and
cities. This is also an important sign that we are reaching
a common agree-ment about the direction in which we
want to go. If we all confirm that we are engaged in
long-term processes of transi-tion and transformation,
I think it is also important to agree on where we want to

transform.

B LUO Jianhua, Secretary-General, China Environment

Chamber of Commetce

In 2013 the Chinese Government began to monitor
the PM 2.5 and only three cities — Haikou, Zhoushan
and Lhasa met the standards — close to the borderline.
According to the standards set by the World Health
Organisation, the concentration should be no higher
than 0.035mg./ m* which means 70 Chinese cities were
substandard. Would the air quality be harmful to humans?

This is what concerns the public most.

China’s environmental problems are at an urgent
critical point. Our pollution levels have been no less than
past levels in London, Los Angeles and some Japanese
cities. We followed in the footsteps of Western countries
on the road of industrialisation, and the environment is the

biggest challenge facing China.

How do we deal with it? The China Central Bank
and the National Development and Reform Commission
are preparing to create the national eco-bank and the
national environmental fund in order to stimulate pollution
abatement by economic leverage. Second, energy efficiency
and structure need to be largely adjusted. Nowadays
utilisation of coal in China has reached 4.2 billion tons,
accounting for more than 50% of world use. Due to the
lack of alternative energy sources China cannot meet its
energy demands. In this circumstance, clean technology
for coal is crucial. Finally, reforming the governance
model, such as the PPP model, should be promoted. We
recommend third-party management to address industrial
pollution. What is third-party governance? In the past
industrial enterprises managed their own pollution. Now
they can hire an environmental protection company to do
it. By these methods and new measures, China could reach

the environmental turning point in 10 or 15 yeats.
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| Ozgiir Oenet, President of Utban Affairs Committee,

Housing Europe

We are facing challenges within the housing sector. New
social housing production decreased between 2009 and 2012, but
the number of households on waiting lists is still increasing due
to increased migration trends, asylum seckers, labour migrants,
aging of the population and, of course, fuel poverty. According
to European Commission figures between 50 and 125 million
Europeans are unable to afford thermal comfort. This is cleatly

linked to energy performance.

One of the consequences of high housing costs in
some attractive urban areas is spatial segregation of deprived
neighbourhoods. Housing policy indeed has a strong impact
on cities. Provision of affordable housing has an impact
on economic growth, social protection and environmental
performance. (...) Social cooperative and public housing
providers are looking at ways to promote their role in a wider
society: that is responsible housing. At the European level
Housing Europe has this year finished a project with tenancy
unions and other stakeholders on principles of European
responsible housing. The choices for that housing is not simply
housing people somewhere and giving them a place to sleep and
that’s all - housing and housing policies are, of course, at the
base of the creation of a society where people come together

locally.

Europeans shatre the same kind of view on the ideal city:
a compact city where all functions, services, homes, hospitals,
schools and public transport are easily accessible and affordable;
a city with low air pollution, many green spaces and sports
facilities; but also a safe city where relationships between
people are based on mutual respect; a city which does not
foster spatial and social segregation, and benefits from mixed

neighbourhoods.

B ZHU Ruihong, Associate Reseatrcher of the Zhen Jiang
City Construction Industry Group (ZJCCIG)

Xijingdu, an historic and cultural street in Zhenjiang city,
covers a square kilometre including 500,000 square metres of
residential zone. In Xijingdu, there are the British Concession
returned to China during the regime of the Republic of China
and historic and cultural street blocks which were removed and
transformed to industrial premises and public buildings such as
hospitals during the industrialisation movement from the 1950s

to 1960s.

While protecting the street zone, we have formed a
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continuous and authentic idea based on the concept of
sustainable development. This is mainly reflected in: 1)
After the deep and comprehensive research, we found
that Xijingdu, which is dated back to the 7th century and
has a 1400-year history so far, inheriting our architectural
culture, religious culture and other historical culture
relevant to the street, is a significant imprint of our
city; 2) In the long history of development, our city has
conserved residential buildings of Jiangnan characteristics,
some concession buildings inherited in the Second Opium
War, as the British Concession became museum after
1949, and ancient foreign banks buildings. These Western
architectures are an historic symbol and also our heritage;
3) we have made a systematic principle of protection

measures so that our historical and cultural streets can be
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preserved for good.

B Peter Ramsden, Pole Manager (in England), URBACT
Expert

URBACT is the smallest of the European cooperation
and exchange networks. We have been trying to innovate in the
way the integrated approach is used in sustainable development.
We draw on a very wide range of expertise both from within
communities and from outside. I think an important point for
municipalities to understand is that most of the expertise is not
inside their own organisation. Therefore a stakeholder approach
is absolutely essential. And for us as well, the user, the citizen,
the resident and sometimes the business are very important
stakeholders. Without these we have no ownership, no crowd

behind the new policies we are trying to develop in cities.

We work particularly around three notions of integration.
1) Horizontal integration: between policy areas, aiming for
coordination between the policy fields; 2) Vertical integration:
between different levels of government, towards multi-level
governance; 3) Territorial integration: coordination between
neighbouring municipalities in the same functional urban area

and supporting urban rural linkages.

We have identified that a very radical form of new
leadership is needed in European cities and I would perhaps
think in wotld cities. It is not really about the old commanding
control such as having a strong mayor who has all the answers,
although mayors may be useful on occasion. It is really about
how we can empower people at all levels in the city. This is a
challenge in Europe, with our different and diverse governance

systems, and it is also a challenge in China.
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We must be integrated and participative but also
acquisitive. We need to be active about how to learn from
where the good practices are elsewhere in the world. Those
practices can be in Asia, they can be anywhere. But we also
need to develop a methodology for acquiring those good
practices and bringing them back into our own cities because

it is that last kilometre which is the hardest part of the road.

M Catherine Savart, Project Director, Véolia

Veolia is one of the partners involved in the successful
partnership of Boris city in Sweden. In the 1980s the city
created an association to pool the ideas and resources of
local officials, academics and businesses. This collaborative
partnership for a more sustainable future was undoubtedly
instrumental in the successful energy solutions developed in
Boris with the end goal of creating a carbon-neutral city by 2025
and an energy turnaround that would allow Boris to emit seven
times less CO2 in the space of 50 years. To give shape to this
sustainable society, Boras built a district heating network linked
to the power plant. At first it burnt only coal, since only a small
production of waste was recycled. Then, thanks to continuous
improvements that made the facility cleaner and more efficient,
it was converted to biomass and coal, then to a combination of

fuel obtained from waste sorting and biomass.

To manage fluctuating demand on the district heating
network in a sustainable manner, they use the fuel obtained
from waste in the summer and add to this fuel source, biomass
in the autumn and winter. Fossil fuels may also be used to cope
with spikes in demand on the coldest days of winter. However,
as part of the campaign to smooth out these peaks and move
towards a goal of zero fossil fuel, they built an 80-metre high
accumulator tank with a capacity of 35,000 cubic meters to
store energy as hot water. This reservoir is the largest hot-water
storage facility ever built in Europe. Residents have named
the tank “the thermos”, and it has now become a cherished

landmark for the city.

A keystone in the Bords development model is the
willingness of the city’s people to sort their waste. Today, only 4%
of the waste collected each year ends up in a landfill and 30,000
metric tons of organic waste is turned into biogas used to power

the city’s buses, garbage trucks and taxis.
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B Hu Haidong, General Manager of Broad Air
Conditioning Europe

As a private enterprise, the Broad Group has
devoted itself to energy conservation and environmental
protection over the past two decades. Our corporate
philosophy is: We preserve life. This 57-floor skyscraper
is called sustainable construction, which is an innovation
to Chinese traditional architecture. Unfortunately this
kind of technology is still at developmental stage.
Our latest overseas order is from Myanmar. We are
looking to build a sustainable 100-floor building there.
Meanwhile, we have not built the same in Europe. With
this video I would encourage developing and developed
countries to take more pragmatic action based on
energy conservation and environmental protection. As a
representative of a Chinese enterprise, I appeal to state
governments to pay more attention to and give policy
support for innovative companies in energy conservation
and environmental protection. Only in this way can we
actually build sustainable buildings and realise the target

of energy conservation and environmental protection.
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B Gary Topp, Business Development Manager, Bristol Green
Capital Partnership

What is it about civilian society that is so important? Well
it is that space where social innovation happens, it is that space
where, at street level, people come together and improve their
street, it is a space where gardens grow up on street corners
and food is grown in a city food trail. Bristol green capital
partnership, formed in 2007, is a place for dialogue, a place
for city conversations about important issues. It is also a place
for action. We have hundreds of projects going on across the
city run by our civilian society partners, on food, energy, waste,
nature, social cohesion, on all sorts of fantastic things where
organisations and citizens just say we want to do this, we want to

make it happen.

In 2015 we celebrate the European Green Capital year, we
also recognised that is was time to deepen this conversation and
ask a very serious question about “how do we create the cities
of the future that we want? And how does that conversation
have a real voice at things like COP21 later in the year?” So we
think that demands a new intellectual foundation, a new thinking

about the power of civilian society to change cities.

We think it is at the forefront of global thinking on civilian

society partnerships, we think it is massively important that cities
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take the lead in creating our slogan “a low-carbon city with a high
quality of life for all”. We think that in Bristol we have not got it a
100% right but we have got a fantastic foundation upon which to

drive this agenda forward.

B Marta Mancini, Chief Officer, Foreign Affairs Department,
Institutional Relations, Mayor's Office - City of Milan

The Urban Food Policy Pact is a protocol promoted firstly by
the city of Milan and that will be signed on the UN Day for Food
on October 16 in Milan, by many mayors of the world. Among
then there will be many from Europe and China. Milan is working
to elaborate its own food policy and we are advocating together
with other cities of the world, an international protocol engaging
the largest members of world cities for the development of
food systems based on the principles of sustainability and social
justice. There are many themes that are dealt with by the pact,
such as waste reduction, reduction of CO2 emissions due to food
transport, social inclusion issues related to food such as providing
food for low-income neighbourhoods in cities, or land access for
farmers near to cities and the links between rural production and

city food needs.

The pact will be disseminated to the largest number of
mayors in the world. On October 16, it will be presented to the
UN Secretary, Mr Ban Ki-moon, on the occasion of World Food
Day. This is very important for us, because our mayors conceived
the pact as the major legacy of World Expo 2015. It is a set of
commitments that mayors take for the long term, and that will
engage them over the coming years to reach concrete results. In
the list of cities currently participating with us in this project you
can see Beijing and Shanghai as representatives of China. We
would be more than happy to receive suggestions from any city,
European or Chinese, which could suggest good practices which

could be implemented and copied in other cities.

u Jacques Saint Marc, Delegate of the President of the

Intergovernmental Steeting Committee on Urbanisa-tion, France

The Lyon Metropole example is worthy of guiding us all
in our common pursuit of a low-carbon better future. Lyon
Metropole decided that 75% of construction must be situated in
the already urbanised area not outside, to save land farming. It is
very important not to expand the city because if you expand the

city you will expand transport etc.

In order to reach it, Lyon embellished its public places and

reconvert former (old) industrial and commercial buildings, re-
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used the banks of the Rhone: Ten years ago this was only
for cars and now it is a park - 10 hectares inside the city

centre.

The experience of the last 20 years has shown
that in order to design and conduct such a transition it
is necessary to base action on a diagnosis shared by the
entire population and all stakeholders. The champions
of the transition towards sustainable cities are thus
characterised by: long-term commitment; the will to create
long-term partnerships whether at the level of cities and
regions; a comprehensive vision of systemic transition and

the capacity to design innovative solutions.

B HUANG Haifeng, Executive Director of Ecological
Development Union International (EDUI), Professor at

HSBC School of Business, Beijing University

In multi-governance procedure, especially for urban
sustainable development, a city needs clean air, soil
and water, sus-tainable traffic, healthy food and good

education.

The first aspect is the establishment of a platform
from which we can achieve practical things rather than
simply chanting slogans. The second is that we have built
up a social network platform, and I would like to attach
importance to education, particularly university education,
to call on more people to join us in order to encourage
more and more enterprises, communities, philanthropic
organisations and NGOs to work with each other on the
urban sustainable development plat-form. In addition,
I think the cooperation of financial organisations from

both sides is important too.

The construction of an ecological city cannot be
completed without low-carbon development, a circular
economy and green development. To date there is no city
in China that has implemented waste classification. It is
what we should learn from European experience. In the
procedure of urban development it is emphasized that
ecology and the disconnection of economic development
and substance dependence is the key point of urban eco-

transition.
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B Pierre Calame, President of the China Europa Forum

Foundation

I wondered what the dimensions should be for a strong pact
of co-responsibility. I found that there were five dimensions which

should be considered.

1) We need to have a common understanding of cities and
territories, the way the eco-system works, the different flows. Lots has
been said about the emerging consciousness of civilian society and
the role, their empowerment to act, their capacity to be involved in
local action and how to bring that in at the level of the huge systemic
transition, including cultural, which was mentioned. That supposes
that we build together a real understanding of the ecosystems of our
cities and also involve the citizen in this understanding. It is not an
understanding from only the majors and researchers but from the

common work of the people.

2) “What is an acquisitive process?” In fact it has been shown
through different conditions that it meant to learn from each other -
not the solutions but common principles with specific solutions. How
do we build that together? How do we learn from each other? How
can we share that, and topic after topic, in order to build common
principles to help understand and imagine specific solutions. I love

the word “imagine” which helps to project into the long term.

3) The systemic transition. If we could agree on a common list
of topics including the foremost which is the global management of
energy - not sector management of energy - then we could show a

roadmap for the long term.

4) Inclusive and multi-level governance. As has been said:
ecological sustainability will not stand without social sustainability.
So how do we articulate that? Some of you have mentioned the
change in the leadership. You could see that emerging from the
different speeches: a bottom-up process making room for creativity
and not just a top-down technical approach. So how do we conceive
this multi-level inclusive governance and how do we conceive
the phrasing, the formulation of mutual responsibilities whether

concerning the food supply chain or whether about energy.

5) Cities and regions are now well ahead in efforts to achieve
a comprehensive approach to the transition. They also depend on
constraints (taxation, management of quotas, impact on supply
chains, negotiating international commercial agreements) and they
are dependent for the success of their effort on changes at the level

of the state. So how could we do to unite the efforts of the city and
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local governments to tell their governments “now we are ready”?
We commit outselves, we don’t wait for the other to commit, but
we will be helpless, we will be limited, if you don’t change. And so
cities could speak loudly and together to say “we need this change
in order to change the scale of our transition efforts”. So this is
what we would like to present to you and, very briefly, actions.
I was very happy to hear that the Committee of the Regions is

going to be part of the group of initiators of the Pact, support

By BRI Z—FF B, the Pact.
B Maurizio Matiani, Cootdinator of
European Network of Eating Cities
At Eating Cities Platform we have a
really deep interest in disseminating and
fostering this Pact of Responsibility. We find
all our ideas, all our activities within it. When
you talk about the metabolism of the city, this
is a phrase we like. City, metabolism and food
is one of the main issues. There is inflow and
mEHE - GREE, EAF|Consortium RistecoF &, Sotral Spa Rl outflow, and there is externality of food, so a
BT E city must manage the metabolism of the food
M <EREBETTY “FH (Bating Cities) 5, FATSE AR system.

«HEFRITHUEBN T BAWRERNGE. RAEED BF» Bk We are thus fully engaged in this
BT HATRBE AT B o A AR FFT PR A, XIER challenge and T would like to add something
TATAEANAICZ —o 3T BB R Y, 1R E R[] more: We really need a kind of win-win
. BRAFRL, HARWRISNEE, B, — e i relationship between private and local
I8 i RGBT R authorities, the private and public sector. This

FRME L H 7?@%, I S LR kbR . FRABA N TE—A] . 3R should be one of the keys for success in the
MNREREE, —FAESHIT LR EEITSA LRI = ecological transition of our cities in Europe
OB Fr o TG AE WA A S5 i ol h SR PR e R Y 5 4 and in China.

B ZHANG Renbiao, Chaitman of the Professorial
Committee of the School of Political Science and
International Relations at Tongji University, Deputy
Director of the Chinese Urban Sociology Society (CSA)

Now that China’s urbanisation is entering a new stage
which emphasises how to transform the old city to a new
urban development, that is a turning point, but also presents
new challenges. The previous stage of China’s urbanisation
was expanding the city into a large area of rural land.

Now we are entering into old city transformation. This
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involves protection of historic and cultural buildings,
and this may face greater challenges compared to the
previous stage. We can rebuild nature in the city, but if
the city’s historic and cultural buildings are destroyed
and disappear they are non-renewable. I heard the
presentation by Mr Jacques Saint Marc concerning
75% of urban transformation situated in the already
urbanised area. I think that the experience needs to be
learnt for China. That is also an issue we would like to

discuss with Europe.
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PRESENTATION OF THE

“CHINA-EUROPE GREEN TOWNS AND BUSINESS PLATFORM”

AND CHINA-EurROPE GREEN AWARD CEREMONY  (EXTRACTS)
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B Green Platform presentation, by Chen Yan, Director of

the China Europa Forum

1) The “China-Europe Green Towns and Business
Platform” aims to establish a platform of dialogue and
exchange, a sharing of experience between Chinese and
European societies, and to strengthen the development
of citizens, enter-prises and institutions in civilian society
networks, and to evaluate and reward the efforts of cities,
enterprises, associa-tions and citizens in the field of

sustainable development.

2) The core activities. One of the main activities of
the platform is the China-Europe Green Award, aiming
to encourage ecological conservation and environmental
protection towards sustainable development between China

and Europe.

3) The necessity for and urgency of the China-Europe
Green Award. Europe is a leader in green development. The
China-Europa Forum has an obligation to introduce the
European experience to China, and for the European side,
the speed and scale of Chinese urbanisation is unprecedented,
which is challenging for the world, Europe, and all countries.
A com-bination of both must have great significance for the

green transformation of humanity.
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Finally, the China-Europe Green Award is a green
award for civilian society. It can be a supplement for the
governments of each country, for Europe and China. From
the green transformation perspective we hope to mobilise
cities, institutions, and NGOs to participate in this event. In
the meantime we also hope that the China-Europe Green

Award could provide a reference system for the public.
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B China-Europe Green Award Ceremony, chaired by Zhang Youyun,
Council Member of the China Economic and Social Council, and
Executive Vice President of the China Association for Employment

Promotion (CAEP)

The first Awards Ceremony included the following Chinese
Champion cities, enterprises and foundations in ecological transition.
Ten Green Cities Award: Macau, Zhuhai, Shenzhen, Guangdong,
Zhenjiang, Jiangsu, Guizhou, Guiyang, Chengdu, Changbai Mountain
Nature Reserve, Haikou, Xiamen, Fujian, Zhejiang Zhoushan
Islands District; Ten Green Enterprises Award: Vanke, Tencent,
ENN, Wanda, Ali Baba, Minsheng Bank, Broad Technology group,
Haier Group, Hainan Aitlines, Lenovo; Ten Foundation Awards:
Beijing Entrepreneurs Environmental Protection Foundation,

Elion Foundation, Yunnan Green Environment Development



W TTREI TLIMETLS NP PO R K E L B gk Foundation, Trina Community Foundation, the
BRI, Wl H . REE] WHLA IR BTIX, TS China Environmental Protection Foundation, Laoniu
N TR B HEER . k. FTEEE. R4S Foundation, Alibaba Foundation, China Green

17 AR . W/RER. . BRAR HR ST A4 Foundation, SEE Foundation, China Green Carbon

2 AR E MR E S S LR AREES. ZHEASN Foundation.

NEEkREEES. REomEss. TERERPESS. £ Paul TRAN VAN THINH, President of the

SHEES. MEBEAREES. FESGNEESS. MhELs China-Europa Forum Association, Gerard Stahl,

SEEs. THEARKILESS former Secretary-General of the EU Committee of
2 b, BREMIXZ B RBRETIE /R PS8 is the Regions, respectively presented the awards to the

TR IE N LA KA AR M representative of Zhenjiang city and the representative

of the Broad Technology Group.
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